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INTESTINAL WORMS
While horses are sometimes infested with worms, they suffer very little in comparison with sheep, swine, or chickens. Round-worms may infest colts and old horses in large numbers and at times cause death. Generally speaking, worms are not considered a serious menace to horse-raising. On some farms worms may cause the loss of one or two colts, but the farmer need not concern himself greatly because the habits and living conditions of most horses are such that great losses are unlikely, even though infestation does occasionally occur. Many horses tolerate a few worms without showing any ill effects and do not require treatment.
Tape-worms in the horse will not be discussed because they are unimportant. The round-worms, which include several varieties, comprise the group more often encountered on the farm.
Ascarids or common round-worms
These are the biggest worms that commonly infest the horse. They are round with pointed ends, yellowish-white in color and are sometimes as big around as a lead-pencil. They vary in length from a few inches to a foot and when examined have a stiff or starched feeling. These worms are very seldom overlooked on account of their size, and the owner may notice the worms in the manure. They live in the intestines and do little damage unless great numbers are present. The animal may show no evidence of infestation beyond the passage of one or two worms at intervals. Young colts are more susceptible to heavy infestation and the worms may be present in sufficient numbers to give rise to symptoms of pain or colic.
The discovery of this type of worm in the manure would indicate their presence. Horses badly infested might show a run-down appearance, not indicative of any special disease. In some animals, colts in particular, there may be colic and the general symptoms of a simple case of indigestion. If there is a very large mass of the worms in the